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1 As defined in this paragraph (a), the term
standby letter of credit would not include com-
mercial letters of credit and similar instru-
ments where the issuing bank expects the
beneficiary to draw upon the issuer, which
do not ‘‘guaranty’’ payment of a money obli-
gation of the account party and which do not
provide that payment is occasioned by de-
fault on the part of the account party.

2 Where the standby letter of credit is sub-
ject to a non-recourse participation agree-
ment with another bank or other banks, this
section shall apply to the issuer and each

participant in the same manner as in the
case of a participated loan.

SOURCE: 39 FR 29179, Aug. 14, 1974, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 337.1 Scope.

The provisions of this part apply to
certain banking practices which are
likely to have adverse effects on the
safety and soundness of insured State
nonmember banks or which are likely
to result in violations of law, rule, or
regulation.

§ 337.2 Standby letters of credit.

(a) Definition. As used in this section,
the term standby letter of credit means
any letter of credit, or similar arrange-
ment however named or described,
which represents an obligation to the
beneficiary on the part of the issuer: (1)
To repay money borrowed by or ad-
vanced to or for the account of the ac-
count party, or (2) to make payment on
account of any indebtedness under-
taken by the account party, or (3) to
make payment on account of any de-
fault (including any statement of de-
fault) by the account party in the per-
formance of an obligation. 1 The term
similar arrangement includes the cre-
ation of an acceptance or similar un-
dertaking.

(b) Restriction. A standby letter of
credit issued by an insured State non-
member bank shall be combined with
all other standby letters of credit and
all loans for purposes of applying any
legal limitation on loans of the bank
(including limitations on loans to any
one borrower, on loans to affiliates of
the bank, or on aggregate loans); Pro-
vided, however, That if such standby
letter of credit is subject to separate
limitation under applicable State or
federal law, then the separate limita-
tion shall apply in lieu of the loan lim-
itation. 2

(c) Exceptions. All standby letters of
credit shall be subject to the provisions
of paragraph (b) of this section except
where:

(1) Prior to or at the time of
issuance, the issuing bank is paid an
amount equal to the bank’s maximum
liability under the standby letter of
credit; or,

(2) Prior to or at the time of
issuance, the issuing bank has set aside
sufficient funds in a segregated deposit
account, clearly earmarked for that
purpose, to cover the bank’s maximum
liability under the standby letter of
credit.

(d) Disclosure. Each insured State
nonmember bank must maintain ade-
quate control and subsidiary records of
its standby letters of credit comparable
to the records maintained in connec-
tion with the bank’s direct loans so
that at all times the bank’s potential
liability thereunder and the bank’s
compliance with this section may be
readily determined. In addition, all
such standby letters of credit must be
adequately reflected on the bank’s pub-
lished financial statements.

§ 337.3 Limits on extensions of credit
to executive officers, directors, and
principal shareholders of insured
nonmember banks.

(a) With the exception of 12 CFR
215.5(b), 215.5(c)(3), 215.5(c)(4), and
215.11, insured nonmember banks are
subject to the restrictions contained in
subpart A of Federal Reserve Board
Regulation O (12 CFR Part 215, subpart
A) to the same extent and to the same
manner as though they were member
banks.

(b) For the purposes of compliance
with § 215.4(b) of Federal Reserve Board
Regulation O, no insured nonmember
bank may extend credit or grant a line
of credit to any of its executive offi-
cers, directors, or principal sharehold-
ers or to any related interest of any
such person in an amount that, when
aggregated with the amount of all
other extensions of credit and lines of
credit by the bank to that person and
to all related interests of that person,
exceeds the greater of $25,000 or five
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